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caused a certain number of intellectuals to feel dissatisfaction
with capitalism, and to look out for ways of ending it or at least
greatly mitigating its evils. In France, such men had succeeded
in creating a labour movement neither purely political, like the
Chartists, nor purely economic, like the trade unions, but
both at once. It was realized that political means, such as
manhood suffrage, were necessary, but they were to be used
for the achievement of economic objects of importance to the
proletariat. This conception of the relation of politics to econ-
omics Marx learnt in France and retained througji life.
The belief in an intimate relation between philosophy and
politics, which Mars, in common with all his circle, accepted as
axiomatic in his student years, remained part of his creed.
^Philosophy,' he says at this time, 'cannot be realized without the
uprising of the proletariat; and the proletariat cannot rise without
the realization of philosophy.' To English-speaking people, who
do not take philosophy seriously, this must seem an odd senti-
ment, unless they have learnt to accept the Communist creed.
To Marx at that rate, it would seem, the realization of philosophy
was as important as the rising of the proletariat. He was, in fact,
well on the way towards the theory that all philosophy is an
expression of economic circumstances.
His friendship with Engels began at this time, in Paris, in the
year 1844, Engels was two years younger than Marx, and had been
subjected to the same intellectual influences in his university
years. But his father was a cotton spinner with factories both
in Germany and in Manchester, and Engels had been sent to Man*
Chester to work in the family business. This had given hfrr»
first-hand knowledge of up-to-date industrialism, and of English
factory conditions at a very bad period. He was at this time
writing his book on the condition of the English working class.
This book uses powerfully the same kind of material that Marx
afterwards used in the first volume of Capital. It is concrete, full
of facts from official sources, gloomy as to the present but
hopeful of a proletarian revolution in the near future. It makes
it possible to judge of the importance to be attached to Engels in
the joint work of the two men. Marx had been, until he met
Engels, too academic. There were evils on the Continent, perhaps
as great as those in England, but they were less modern, and
less appropriate in an indictment of capitalism. Engels in-
variably minimized his share in all that the two men did to-
gether, but undoubtedly it was very great. And above all he

